Effective Education for Homeles:

Youth in Vermont

5 Children and

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Vermonf-Déparfmen? OF BAUCAL IO soommsmssssss ssssssssssas

October, 20] 1



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presentation Materials and Equipment:
McKinney-Vento Red Packets
Act 114 Vermont Law
Parent and Youth Posters/Handouts
Referral Forms
Printed copies of the power point presentation
Additional materials…post-it notes, post-it flip chart, markers, pens, easel if needed
Computer and digital projector



This PowerPoint Presentation can be used
as:

e A self tutorial for Homeless Education
Liaisons in Vermont schools

e A training tool for individuals and small
groups

* A web based resource for education and
community service providers serving
homeless students and their families



The McKinney Vento Homeless
Assistance Act...

 Maintains educational continuity
during a time of transition

e Requires schools to 1dentify and enroll
students who meet the definition of
homeless

e Is authorized under the “No Child Left
Behind Act”



What is the definition of a Homeless
Student?

A homeless student 1s an individual who
lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence.
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A student may be homeless as a result of eviction,
economic hardship, divorce, illness, natural
disaster, domestic violence or other reasons and
may be living 1n:

* Shared housing (doubled up)
e Motels, hotels, camp grounds
e Shelters or emergency housing

e Cars, parks, or other public places that are
not designed for or ordinarily used as regular

sleeping accommodations
5
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What 1s the definition of an
Unaccompanied Youth?

An Unaccompanied Youth who 1s considered
homeless 1s someone who 1s not in the
physical custody of a parent or guardian
and
who meets the criteria for homelessness 1n the
definition


Presenter
Presentation Notes

The U.S. Department of Education technical guidance says this about determining the homeless status of a student:
I a child or youth’s living situation does not clearly fall into the situations described above, the school should refer to te McKinney-Vento definition of “fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence” and consider the relative permanence of the living arrangements. Determinations of homelessness should be made on a case-by-case basis. Note that incarcerated children and youth and children/youth in foster care are not considered homeless. 


How are schools required to serve
homeless students?

e Every supervisory union must designate a
homeless education liaison to the Vermont
Department of Education

e Identify and immediately enroll homeless
students based on the best interest of the
child and the preference of the parent or
unaccompanied youth

e Transport student to school of origin (if
appropriate)




What are Homeless Education Liaisons
required to do?

e Facilitate 1dentification and enrollment by
knowing the law, train school staff and display
parent/youth posters in each school

* Make sure that homeless students receive
transportation (if appropriate), free meals, Title
I and early education services...and all other
services available to non-homeless students

e Link homeless students to appropriate services
in both the school and the community
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How do we “Get It Right” regarding

1dentification and enrollment?

Getting It Right:
Identification and Enrollment of Homeless Children and Youth

Step1
Student
g Identifying homeless students and
i » unaccompanied youth
Step2 |
Gathering Gathering information on parents v
. and unaccompanied youth Referral
L, 1 Writing referrals to the Homeless Forw
Education Liaisons
Step 3 | |

: Determining homeless status and
... i school enrollment



How do we 1dentify and enroll
homeless students?

1. Ensure that school personnel know how
to 1dentify and refer students to the

Homeless Education Liaison by using the
“Referral Form”
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Referral to Homeless Education Liaison
(For indtridiml myperrisory nnion Sohool diswict use onify Do notrubaritto e Vo smont Deparnaent of Education)

Drane:

Person Making, Refirmal:
School/ A gency and Position:

Addvess:

Phomne: E-nmil Address:

Student Informations

I have identified a student who may be experiencing homel {darking o #oed, vegulay, ol
adegmate wpitine reddence) mivd would like o malke a refermal o the Homeless Education Lixison.

Studentis) Mamels):
School tn wihich smdent was kast evoolled:

Stadent’s cuarent address :

Student’s Phone #:

Fason By Referral: Please ook oosd perosddie dhetod Is § oo Rabde .

Shelver Fesident
Shared Housing (Doubled Up)
Mol or Hotel Residesnt
und /T ent
lJlﬂm:lIlrlIH Younth fnot in the plomiol mmscdy of a pasent or gaerdisn and ladising o fized,
sdequaie, and regulsr m gattine resbdenos])
Orifaer:

0O opoooo

Liison Tnf —

Supervisory Linion ./ School Disoracr:

Homeless Education Liadson:

Baderral Form: September 2008 1
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How do we 1dentify and enroll homeless
students?

2. Use the “Homeless Liaison Worksheet’ to
determine homeless status and school
enrollment

12
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How do we 1dentify and enroll homeless
students?

3. Make sure school registration forms
request information on “housing issues”
and that “Homeless Information Posters”’ for
parents and youth are prominently
displayed
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If your family lives in any of the following situations:
* In a sheleer, motal, vahicle, or esmpground

* On the streat

* Inan abandaned building traller, or other inadequate accommodations, or
* Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannat find or afford housing

Then, your preschool-aged and school-aged
children have certain rights or protections
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Act.

Your children have the right to:

+ Go to schosl, ne mater whare you live or how long you
e lived there. nmbq;innun:-nmlh-ﬂm
public ed including f pravided
to other children.
Continue in the school they artended bafore you became
homaeless or the scheol they last acended, if that Is your
chaice and is feasible. If a school sends your child to a school
other than the ane you request. the school must provide you
with a written explanation and offer you the right to appeal
the decision.
Receive transporeation to the school they atended before
your family became homeless or the school they last
attended, if you or # guardian request such transpertation.
* Arend a school and pardcipate In scheal programs widh
«children who are not homeless, Children cannot be separated
from the regular school program because they are homaless.
Enroll in school without giving a permanent address. Schoals
cannat require proof of residency that might prevent or delay
schocl enrollment.
Enroll and accend classes while the school arranges for the
transfor of school and immunization records ar ary ather
required for
Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even
while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over
enralling your childran.
Receive the same Ipbdﬂcﬂlqgn‘lm and services, if needed,
as provided to all other children served in these programs.

¥ Receive transpormtion to schoal and to schoal programa.

Ll

@

When you maove, you should do the following:

+ Caneact the school districe’s local liatson for homelass
weducation (see phone number below) for belp in enrelling
yeur child in 2 new school or armanging for your child to
continue in his or her former scheal, (Or, someane ata
shelter, social services office, or the schoal can direct you
to the person you need to contact.)

% Contact the schoal and provide any infarmarion you think

will assise the teachers in helping your child adjuse to
new circumstances.

* Ask the local liaisan for homelsss education, the shelter

provider, or a social worker for assistance with lothing
and supplies, if neaded.

Local Area Contacts:

State Coordinator:

If you need further assistance, call thu
Nl G b el e
at the toll-free HelpLine number:

1-800-308-2145
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Resources to support your work with
homeless students in Vermont

The Vermont Homeless Children and Youth
Project (VHCYP) staff provides training and
technical assistance to schools and community
service providers.

The VHCYP brochure 1s available on the Vermont
Department of Education Homeless Education
website at: www.state.vt.us/educ/new/htmil/ pgm_homeless. html
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red Packet: Pull out and review
Department of Education website sheet ..”Programs and Services”
Review and discuss the “Determining Feasibility of School Placement: Individualized Worksheet”

http://www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html�
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Fermont Depaviment of Education &
University of Fermont Center on
Disability and Community Inclusion

120 State Street
Montpelier, VI 05620-2501
(802) 828-5108

What is the Vermont Homeless Children
and Youth Project?

THE VERMONT HOMELESS CHILDREN AND
YOUTH PROJECT (VHCYDP) is a federally funded
project administered through University of Vermont
Center on  Disability and Community Inclusion
“(CDCH®  from  the Vermomnt Department of
Educarion to carry out the provisions of the McKinney
Wento Homeless Assistance Act. VHCYFP provides
technical assistatice and support i s regions to
ensure  that children and  youth  experiencing
homelessness will conrinue to receive educational
serwices

VHCYP staff members work with schools, communicy
organizarions, families, and youth to provide
information on federal and state laws that address the
special needs of homeless children and youth.

To ensure that homeless children and youth have the
same access to a free appropriate public education,
VHCYE staff members work with schools and
cotrmunity-bas ed service providers to ensure homeless
studetts have access to:

& Transportation services

& FEducational services for which the student
meets the eligibility criteria, (such as Title I,
Special Education, Section 504 , English as a
Second Language)

& Preschool programs, including Head Start and
Ewen Start Family Literacy Programs

# Technical education
@ Gifted and talented programs

&  School meal programs

In addition to workitlg with schools, VHCY P staff
metnbers work with agencies and programs that
provide services to homeless children and youth and
their farnilies, including homeless shelters, dommestic
wioletlce shelters, transitional housing facilities,
runaway and homeless youth shelters, and rransitional
liwing programs for homeless youth.

The VHCYP staff can support your work with
homeless stdents by:

& Answering guestions
technical assistance

and prowviding

& Developing training for school and
agency personnel

& Artending staff meetings and meetings
with  families and  unaccompanied
srouth

& Providing assistance in resolving
enrolliment disputes

Thre McKiwney ¥Verto Hovrreless Assistarce
Aet ensures educational rights and protections
for children and youth experiencing
homelessness. This legislation requires that all
homeless children and wyouth have the same
access to a free, appropriate public education as
other children and youth in Vermont. The goals
of this le gislation include:

& [dentifying homeless children and youth

# [mmediate enrollment and facilitation of
enrollment disputes

# Ensuring access to school and appropriate
educational serwices

% Reducing school transfers and supporting
educational stability and continuity

& Increasing parental choice and inwolvement
regarding school enrollment

® Ensuring the educational
unaccompanied youth, and

rights  of

& Providing information about the rights of
homeless children and yourh

17
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Vermont Homeless Children

and Youth Project Staff

Mike Mulcahy, State Director
(802) 828-5108 mike.mulcahy@state.vt.us

Sally Williams...Northern Vermont Region
(802) 233-1832 sally.williams@state.vt.us

Jane Munroe...Southern Vermont Region
(802) 483-2198 jane.munroe(@state.vt.us



mailto:mike.mulcahy@state.vt.us�
mailto:sally.williams@state.vt.us�
mailto:jane.munroe@state.vt.us�

Additional Resources to support your
work with homeless students in Vermont

The McKinney Vento Information Packet 1s
distributed to all Homeless Education Liaisons in
September of each year and 1s available upon
request by contacting L1z Rand at the Vermont
Department of Education at (802) 828-3150 or
liz.rand@state.vt.us
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This PowerPoint Presentation, a list of all
Vermont Homeless Education Liaisons and all
informational materials can be found on the

Vermont DOE Homeless Education website at:
www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm homeless.html
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