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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presentation Materials and Equipment:
McKinney-Vento Red Packets
Act 114 Vermont Law
Parent and Youth Posters/Handouts
Referral Forms
Printed copies of the power point presentation
Additional materials…post-it notes, post-it flip chart, markers, pens, easel if needed
Computer and digital projector
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This PowerPoint Presentation can be used 
as:

•A self tutorial for Homeless Education 
Liaisons in Vermont schools

•A training tool for individuals and small 
groups

•A web based resource for education and 
community service providers serving 
homeless students and their families
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The McKinney Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act…

• Maintains educational continuity 
during a time of transition

• Requires schools to identify and enroll 
students who meet the definition of 
homeless

• Is authorized under the “No Child Left 
Behind Act”
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What is the definition of a Homeless 
Student?

A homeless student is an individual who 
lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence.
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A student may be homeless as a result of eviction, 
economic hardship, divorce, illness, natural 

disaster, domestic violence or other reasons and 
may be living in:

• Shared housing (doubled up)

• Motels, hotels, camp grounds

• Shelters or emergency housing

• Cars, parks, or other public places that are 
not designed for or ordinarily used as regular 
sleeping accommodations
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What is the definition of an 
Unaccompanied Youth?

An Unaccompanied Youth who is considered 
homeless is someone who is not in the 

physical custody of a parent or guardian 
and

who meets the criteria for homelessness in the 
definition

Presenter
Presentation Notes

The U.S. Department of Education technical guidance says this about determining the homeless status of a student:
I a child or youth’s living situation does not clearly fall into the situations described above, the school should refer to te McKinney-Vento definition of “fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence” and consider the relative permanence of the living arrangements. Determinations of homelessness should be made on a case-by-case basis. Note that incarcerated children and youth and children/youth in foster care are not considered homeless. 
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How are schools required to serve 
homeless students?

• Every supervisory union must designate a 
homeless education liaison to the Vermont 
Department of Education

• Identify and immediately enroll homeless 
students based on the best interest of the 
child and the preference of the parent or 
unaccompanied youth

• Transport student to school of origin (if 
appropriate)
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What are Homeless Education Liaisons 
required to do?

•Facilitate identification and enrollment by 
knowing the law, train school staff and display 
parent/youth posters in each school

•Make sure that homeless students receive 
transportation (if appropriate), free meals, Title 
I and early education services…and all other 
services available to non-homeless students

•Link homeless students to appropriate services 
in both the school and the community
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How do we “Get It Right” regarding 
identification and enrollment?
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How do we identify and enroll 
homeless students?

1. Ensure that school personnel know how 
to identify and refer students to the 
Homeless Education Liaison by using the 
“Referral Form”
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How do we identify and enroll homeless 
students?

2. Use the “Homeless Liaison Worksheet” to 
determine homeless status and school 
enrollment
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How do we identify and enroll homeless 
students?

3. Make sure school registration forms 
request information on “housing issues” 
and that “Homeless Information Posters” for 
parents and youth are prominently 
displayed
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Resources to support your work with 
homeless students in Vermont

The Vermont Homeless Children and Youth 
Project (VHCYP) staff provides training and 
technical assistance to schools and community 
service providers. 

The VHCYP brochure is available on the Vermont 
Department of Education Homeless Education 
website at: www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red Packet: Pull out and review
Department of Education website sheet ..”Programs and Services”
Review and discuss the “Determining Feasibility of School Placement: Individualized Worksheet”

http://www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html�
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Vermont Homeless Children 
and Youth Project Staff

Mike Mulcahy, State Director
(802) 828-5108 mike.mulcahy@state.vt.us

Sally Williams…Northern Vermont Region

(802) 233-1832 sally.williams@state.vt.us

Jane Munroe…Southern Vermont Region

(802) 483-2198 jane.munroe@state.vt.us
18

mailto:mike.mulcahy@state.vt.us�
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Additional Resources to support your 
work with homeless students in Vermont

The McKinney Vento Information Packet is 
distributed to all Homeless Education Liaisons in 
September of each year and is available upon 
request by contacting Liz Rand at the Vermont 
Department of Education at (802) 828-3150 or 
liz.rand@state.vt.us

mailto:liz.rand@state.vt.us�
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This PowerPoint Presentation, a list of all 
Vermont Homeless Education Liaisons and all 
informational materials can be found on the 
Vermont DOE Homeless Education website at: 
www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html

http://www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html�
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