














NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

Score PoinT 3

@ a. Write a plan Mr. Brown’s students can follow to help them answer their question.

b. Identify one thing in your plan that will stay the same in the investigation.

For part (a), the response provides a clear plan for Mr. Brown’s students. For part (b), the response
demonstrates a clear understanding of the concept of controlled variables (using the same amounts of
food, keeping the bird feeders on the same tree branch) and correctly identifies a controlled variable in the

investigation. The response is enhanced by also offering a method to collect data.
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NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

Score PoINT 2

@ a. Write a plan Mr. Brown’s students can follow to help them answer their question.
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b. Identify one thing in your plan that will stay the same in the investigation.

Watch outside every day.

For part (a), the response provides a clear plan, including data collection, for Mr. Brown’s students.

However, for part (b), the response does not demonstrate an understanding of controlled variables and fails

to specifically identify a controlled variable in the investigation (time of day would have been acceptable).
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NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

Score PoInT 1

@ a. Write a plan Mr. Brown’s students can follow to help them answer their question.

b. Identify one thing in your plan that will stay the same in the investigation.
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The response provides minimal answers to the questions. The response provides a minimal plan for

Mr. Brown’s students and demonstrates a minimal understanding of controlled variables and data collection.

The controlled variable identified, “the food,” is not specific enough (“amount of food” or “type of food in
each feeder” would have been acceptable).
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NECAP 2008 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

Score PoinT 0

@ a. Write a plan Mr. Brown’s students can follow to help them answer their question.
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b. Identify one thing in your plan that will stay the same in the investigation.

the XRes LW Stay the Some ond Maybe

even the ?\(Uﬂs and Howels.

The response is irrelevant to the prompt. The response offers no evidence of a plan for Mr. Brown’s
students or the ability to design an investigation.
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