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Part One:

What is NECAP? What does it 
measure? How does it 

measure it?

Fall 2010 NECAP Public Release
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What is NECAP?

A collaborative effort of the Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island and Vermont Departments of Education 
Administered each year in October
Reading and Mathematics are assessed in grades 3 through 
8 and Grade 11
Writing is assessed in grades 5, 8 and 11
All test questions are aligned with VT standards and grade 
expectations
Uses a combination of multiple choice, short answer and 
constructed response questions
Student results are reported at 4 achievement levels: 
Proficient with Distinction, Proficient, Partially Proficient 
and Substantially Below Proficient
44,659 Vermont students were tested in 2010
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What is NECAP?

NECAP is fully aligned with Vermont Standards and 
Grade Expectations:

One of the things  
students should 

know by the end of 
second grade

One of the ways we 
try to find out if they 

know it 

Grade 3 Math Item
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What is NECAP?

NECAP uses a variety of item types:

Multiple Choice:
Students select their 

answer from 4 options

Grade 7 Reading Item
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What is NECAP?

NECAP uses a variety of item types:

Constructed 
Response:

Students solve the 
problem and explain 

their reasoning

Grade 5 Math Item
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What is NECAP?

Extended Response:
Students write an  

essay – expressive, 
informational or 
response to text

Grade 11 Writing Item

NECAP uses a variety of item types:
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What is NECAP?

Scores are reported at 4 achievement levels:

Demonstrates extensive and significant gaps in the prerequisite 
knowledge and skills needed to participate and perform successfully  
in instructional activities aligned with the grade expectations at the 
current grade level. Additional instructional is necessary for these 
students to meet grade level expectations.

Level 1: 
Substantially 

Below 
Proficient

Demonstrates gaps in the prerequisite knowledge and skills needed to 
participate and perform successfully  in instructional activities aligned 
with the grade expectations at the current grade level. Additional 
instructional support may be necessary for these students to meet 
grade level expectations.

Level 2: 
Partially 

Proficient

Demonstrates minor gaps in the prerequisite knowledge and skills
needed to participate and perform successfully  in instructional
activities aligned with the grade expectations at the current grade 
level. Any gaps in prerequisite skills and knowledge can be addressed 
in the course of typical classroom instruction.

Level 3: 
Proficient

Demonstrates the prerequisite knowledge and skills needed to 
participate and excel in instructional activities aligned with the grade 
expectations at the current grade level. Errors are minor and do not 
reflects gaps in prerequisite skills and knowledge.

Level 4: 
Proficient with 

Distinction
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Part Two:

Fall 2010 Statewide Results

Fall 2010 NECAP Public Release

10

2010 NECAP Reading Achievement for Grades 3 – 8 and 11              
What percentage of students at each grade level met reading grade expectations?
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2010 NECAP Mathematics Achievement for Grades 3 – 8 and 11           
What percentage of students at each grade level met math grade expectations?
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2010 NECAP Writing Achievement for Grades 5, 8 and 11           
What percentage of students at each grade level met writing grade expectations?



7

13

Part Three:

Statewide Analysis for Grades 3-8

Fall 2010 NECAP Public Release
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grades 3 - 8                             
How did elementary/middle school students do in reading and math?



8

15

Grades 3 - 8 NECAP Achievement Over the Past 5 Years
How do 2010 scores compare with previous years? Are scores improving over time?
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Individual Student Growth in Grades 3 – 8 Over 3 Years of Testing         
Are students who spent the last 3 years in the same school improving over time?
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grades 3 - 8                             
Are there differences in achievement related to gender?
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grades 3 - 8                             
Are there differences in achievement related to family income?
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2010 NECAP Results for Grades 3 - 8:                                  
Comparison by Socio-Economic Status and Gender                     

Are there differences in achievement of male and female students related to family income?
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8

-26 -24 -23 -26 -28 -26

2010 NECAP Results for Grades 3 - 8:                                
Socio-Economic Status Comparisons                                

Are there differences in achievement related to family income? Are the gaps closing?
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Part Four:

Statewide Analysis for Grade 11

Fall 2010 NECAP Public Release
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grade 11                             
How did high school students do in reading, math and writing?
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Grade 11 NECAP Achievement Over the Past 3 Years
How do 2010 scores compare with previous years? Are scores improving over time?
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grade 11                             
Are there differences in achievement related to gender?
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2010 NECAP Achievement for Grade 11                             
Are there differences in achievement related to family income?
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2010 NECAP Results for Grade 11:                                
Comparison by Socio-Economic Status and Gender                     

Are there differences in achievement of male and female students related to family income?
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2010 NECAP Results for Grade11:                                 
Socio-Economic Status Comparisons                                

Are there differences in achievement related to family income? Are the gaps closing?

-21 -23 -23 -25 -20 -22
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Part Five:

Closing the Poverty Gap:           
14 Vermont Schools with High 
Achievement for ALL Students

Fall 2010 NECAP Public Release
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14 Effective Schools Closing the Poverty Gap

Addison Central School

Folsom Education & Community Center

Glover Community School

Montgomery Elementary School

Newton School

Samuel Morey Elementary School

Warren Elementary School

Selection Criteria:

Based on students tested in 2010 who attended their school for at least 3 consecutive years
At least 25% of students enrolled in Free/Reduced Lunches Program (FRL)
Average of proficient NECAP reading and math scores for all students = 80% or more (10 
percentage points higher than state average)
Average of proficient NECAP reading and math scores for FRL students = 70% or more (10 
percentage points higher than state average)

Brewster Pierce School

Franklin Elementary School

Hartland Elementary School

Mt. Holly School

Poultney Elementary School

Townshend Village School

White River School
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Profile of high achievement…

Montgomery Elementary School

Of the 14 Schools:

Highest Percent of Students in 
Cohort Enrolled in FRL program 

Highest Percent Proficient and 
Above for Entire Cohort

Highest Percent Proficient and 
Above for FRL students in Cohort
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Located in Montgomery Center, Franklin County, Franklin 
Northeast Supervisory Union
127 students enrolled in grades K-8
54% currently enrolled in Free/Reduced Lunch (FRL)
Growth in Achievement for ALL Students

Profile of high achievement…

Montgomery Elementary School

83%

83%

’09-’10

85%

79%

‘08-’09

73%

77%

’07-’08
FRL StudentsAll Students

Growth in Percent Proficient and Above

90%90% 83%Mathematics
90%87%84%Reading

’09-’10‘08-’09’07-’08
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78 Students in the three-year cohort
Nearly 63% of cohort enrolled in FRL
High Achievement for ALL students in the 
cohort

Profile of high achievement…

Montgomery Elementary School

53%

67%

Vermont

92%

95%

Montgomery
MathematicsReading

Percentage of Students in Cohort Proficient or Higher

62% 86%FRL Students
75%93%All Students

VermontMontgomery
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The Roots of Montgomery’s Success: Comments from 
Principal Beth O’Brien:

“Our scores are the result of many years of hard work by 
every adult and child in the building.”

Development of excellence in teaching
Alignment of data and curriculum to drive instruction
Encouraging a sense of accountability and motivation

“In my opinion (the Roots of Success) study is a blueprint 
for building a successful school.”

Profile of high achievement…

Montgomery Elementary School

34

For Additional Information…

Gail Taylor - Director of Standards and Assessments 

Phone: (802) 828-5158

E-Mail: gailtaylor@education.state.vt.us

Michael Hock - Director of Educational Assessment

Phone: (802) 828-3115
E-Mail: michaelhock@education.state.vt.us
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Gail.Taylor@state.vt.us

Michael.Hock@state.vt.us

Web Address: http://rootsofsuccess.wordpress.com/

Roots of Success Study and Materials


